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 WESTERN COLORADO                        

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
In Conjunction with RMAVV 

WESTERN COLORADO HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY ANNUAL CONVENTION 

 

  66th Annual Convention 
January 13, 14, & 15 2009 

Two Rivers Convention Center 

Grand Junction, CO 
 Registration (RMAVV note below) includes a one-year 

 membership (with spouse) in the WCHS and admittance  

 to the Annual Convention. Please mail back                     

 registration form and payment as soon as                     

 possible. Thank you! 

 

  ♦Tuesday Tour of area Orchards and Fruit markets:            

 The tour bus will be available for transportation,             

 but it usually fills up fast.  Seats will be available based on 

 the order of registration, so register early. 

 

       ♦  Bus tour lunch tickets are $15.00. Wednesday                  

 and Thursday lunch tickets at the Convention Center          

 are $15.00 each. Tickets are required at the time of  

 serving. (no ticket no lunch) Banquet tickets for  

 Thursday Evening are $25.00 each. 

 

       ♦ For further Registration information contact,              

 Manuel or Loree Gutierrez (970) 856-4390. 

 RMAVV members call (970) 464-0111 with your  

 Questions 

  

♦  For Sponsorship information contact, John Cox, 

        Sponsorship Chairman, at (970) 464.7636. 

 

  

 ♦ For Exhibitor information contact, Trent Cunningham,              

(970) 464.7296.  

 

RMAVV MEMBERS NOTE: There is no charge for current 

members to attend the sessions. If you wish, please join  

the  WCHS to  help support fruit growing. Please register 

using the last page  so we know you are coming and to pay 

for your lunches and or Banquet tickets. You may also just 

attend the 1:00pm Thu. RMAVV  business meeting if you 

wish. 

  Letter From the President 
 

 As one who frequently peruses the back of the Good 

Fruit Grower magazine, I’ve noticed something that 

may be somewhat of a barometer to a positive change in 

our industry. There seems to be fewer advertisements 

by big equipment operators in the Northwest offering 

their services for orchard removal. Hopefully this is an 

indicator that fruit growing in general is taking a     

positive turn. I sincerely hope that you are enjoying this   

up-ward trend and that this year has been prosperous for 

you and the only thing that you are “pushing” is that old 

tractor to the local implement dealer in exchange for a 

shiny, brand new one. 

 

 Whether you are a backyard fruit-grower (or dabble in 

grapes) or you derive most of your income from this 

industry in some form or fashion, I believe the Western 

Colorado Horticultural Society board has put a program 

together that will be of great interest to you. For the 

most part, every year our program offers education and 

information that helps to keep our industry 

“sustainable”, but this year our program will more   

specifically target practical means to give your        

operation longevity. I am personally looking forward to 

the documentary “Broken Limbs” which will kick-off 

our scheduled meetings. The WCHS has purchased the 

film which depicts the disastrous loss of a family fruit 

growing operation in the Northwest and the renewed 

hope and prosperity brought about through              

perseverance and practical application of resourceful 

ideas. From the information we have received, this 

Emmy nominated film is top-notch. One of our featured 

speakers Dr. John Ickerd, respected writer and speaker, 

will share with us along these lines. As you can see by 

the program, many other topics pertinent to our    

changing times will be offered. So, mark your calendar 

and please join us at the 2009 convention. I look     

forward to seeing you there. 

 

 I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the 

board members for all of your efforts in making this 

event possible. Your dedication to the WCHS and this 

industry in commendable. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Kropp 



Two Rivers Convention Center - Grand Junction, Colorado 

 
TUESDAY, January 13, 2009 - Bus Tour 
 7:00 a.m. Exhibitor set-up & Registration (7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.) Please Pre-register to save time 

  

 7:30 a.m. Load bus at Two Rivers Convention Center 

 8:00 a.m. Depart Two Rivers Convention Center 

 9:15 a.m. Hulteen Orchards, Antelope Hill, Eckert 

 10:45 a.m. Swartz’s Market 

 12:00 noon Lunch  -  Zack’s Barbecue, 721 E. Bridge Street Hotchkiss 

 2:30 p.m. Mesa County Compost 

 3:30 p.m. Talbott Farms Dried Fruit, 3782 F 1/4 Rd. Palisade 

 4:30 p.m. Orchard Mesa Irrigation District - Pumphouse, 668 38 Rd. Palisade 

 5:30 p.m. Return to Two Rivers Convention Center 

 

WEDNESDAY, January 14, 2009 - Trade Show, Educational Sessions & Meet the Speakers 
 8:00 a.m. Registration - Exhibitors and Trade Show 

 
 Morning Session  -  Kevin Kropp, President 

 8:45 a.m. Introduction by Kevin Kropp 

 9:00 a.m. DVD movie, “Broken Limbs” (57 minutes) - looks at generational sustainability  

   in agriculture 

 10:00 a.m. New Food Economy - Dr. John Ikerd 

 10:45 a.m. Break 

 11:15 a.m. The “How” of Composting  -  Dr. Jessica Davis 

  

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.  -  Lunch  (Past Presidents’ Lunch) 

 

 Afternoon Session  -  Neil Guard, Session Chair 

 1:00 p.m. The “Why” of Composting: Salt & Alkalinity Problems  -  Dr. Jessica Davis 

 1:45 p.m. Water Outlook for Farmers  -  Eric Kuhn 

 2:30 p.m. Labor / Immigration Issues  -  Rep. John Salazar (not confirmed) 

 3:30 p.m. Break (Visit Exhibits) 

 4:00 p.m. Panel Discussion  -  “PR for Farmers” (Lee Whitney, Ryan/Whitney LLC.;  

   Leigh Fortson, CSU Extension; Dixie Burmeister, Media; & Charlie Talbott,  

   Farmer) 

 

 Evening  Event  -  Meet the Speakers 

 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Meet the Speakers (In Exhibit Hall) 

 

THURSDAY, January 15, 2009  -  Trade Show, Educational Sessions & Banquet 
 8:00 a.m. Registration  -  Exhibitors and Trade Show 

 

 Morning Session  -  Tent Cunningham, Session Chair 

 9:00 a.m. Tamarisk Biocontrol  -  Dan Bean 

 10:00 a.m. Surviving Farm Financials  -  Dr. John Ikerd 

 10:30 a.m. Break (Visit Exhibits) 

 11:00 a.m. Fertility of Newly Bearing Fruit Trees  -  Dr. Ron Godin 

 11:30 a.m. Soil Health Issues  -  Dr. Ramesh Pokharel 

 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.  -  Lunch (WCHS Board Lunch) 

 

 Afternoon Session  -  Brian Noland, Session Chair 

 1:00 p.m. WCHS Business Meeting 

   RMAVV Business Meeting– go to  Adobe Creek Room  until 2:15 pm 

 1:10 p.m. Split Pit / Soft Suture Study Report  -  Dr. Harold Larsen / Dr. Matt Rogoyski 

 1:30 p.m. Cytospora Canker: Research Update  -  Dr. Ramesh Pokharel 

 2:15 p.m. Sustainable Future  -  Dr. John Ikerd 

 3:00 p.m. Break 

 3:15 p.m. Solar, Wind, and Hydro Power  -  Jim Heneghan, DMEA 

 4:00 p.m. Farmer / Wildlife Interactions  -  Frank McGee, Colorado Department of Wildlife 

 

 Evening Event  -  Annual WCHS Banquet 

 6:00 p.m. Attitude Adjustment Hour! 



 2009 WCHS Convention Speakers 

 

 - John Ikerd Ph.D.: Professor Emeritus of Agriculture Economics, University of Missouri, Columbia. 
 
 - Jessica Davis PhD: Professor, Department of Soil & Crop Sciences, Colorado State University. 
 
 - Eric Kuhn: General Manager of the Colorado River Water Conservation District. 
 
 - Dan Bear: Director of Biological Pest Control, Colorado Department of Agriculture and Manager of 

            the Palisade Insectary. 
 
 - Lee Whitney: Co-founder and partner of Ryan, Whitney & Company in Grand Junction, a  

     marketing, advertising, and communications firm. 
 
 - Harold Larsen Ph. D.: Colorado State University, Western Colorado Research Center. Interim 

         Manager. 
 
 - Ramesh Pokharel, Ph. D.: Colorado State University, Western Colorado Research Center. 
 

 - Leigh Fortson: Regional Communications Coordinator for Colorado State University. 

  

 - Dixie Burmeister: Local Media Representative. 

 

 - Ron Godin: Colorado State University, Rogers Mesa Research Station. 

 

 - Matt Rogoyski, Ph.D.: Colorado State University, Western Colorado Research Station. 
 

 - Jim Heneghan: Renewable Energy Engineer, Delta Montrose Electrical Association. 
 

 - Frank McGee: District Wildlife Manager, Colorado Division of Wildlife. 

 
Colorado Congressman John Salazar will be sending a representative from his office to this year’s convention who will 

speak on his behalf regarding the subject of labor and how it pertains to the fruit-growing industry here in Western Colo-

rado. I invite you to share your concerns, frustrations and suggestions regarding the H2A guest worker program and 

other labor related matters on the back of your registration form, (a short paragraph please). His representative will then 

address as many of these issues as time permits at the scheduled meeting. Thank you, President Kevin Kropp. 

We are looking forward to another excellent and informative conference featuring presentations that will pertain to our local 
industry .  We believe the education and business contact opportunity provided by the WCHS  convention is valuable to all our 
interdependent    businesses. The support you show by being a sponsor is greatly appreciated by our industry.   
 

Sponsor:  Bronze $100 Silver $250 Gold $500 
Gold Level includes 4 Banquet tickets. Silver includes 2 Banquet tickets. 

 
 This includes the benefits of Associate membership, plus one individual membership to WCHS.  Your company name will 

be listed on the convention program, and given special recognition throughout the convention.  If you desire your name on 
the program, you must send in the completed registration form by December 26th.  Company groups that wish to sponsor 
particular events, speakers, awards, or prizes should contact John Cox, Sponsorship Chairman,  at (970) 464-7636.  

WCHS 2009 Banquet  
Thursday, January 15, 2009 

Two Rivers Convention Center 
Happy Hour 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

 
Dinner Served at 7:00 p.m. 
Bring the whole family!!!   

Join us as we celebrate another fulfilling year in agriculture. 
 

Entertainment: Comedian Kevin Fitzgerald 
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Western Colorado Horticultural Society/ RMAVV 

P.O. Box 1221    P.O. Box 1556 

Palisade, Colorado 81526 

65
th

 Western Colorado  
Horticultural Society / RMAVV 2009 Convention 

January 13th ~ 15th 

Western Colo. Horticultural Society 2009 Annual Dues  
 Name:__________________________________________________RMAVV?  Please x box 

 Business Name________________________________________________________________ 

 Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

 City:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 State:_____________________________Zip:____________Phone: _____________________  

Individual Membership:  
    Postmarked by 12/26         $40.00 ea.___________ 
     After 12/26                      $60.00 ea.__________ 
ǆ Associate Membership       $80.00     ___________ 
   No more than 3 individuals      RMAVV   __0.00______ 

Lunch Tickets 
ǆ  Tuesday Bus Lunch Tickets 
 Qty. _____________   $15.00 ea.__________  
ǆ  Wednesday Lunch Tickets 
  Qty._____________    $15.00 ea.__________ 
ǆ  Thursday Lunch Tickets 
   Qty.____________     $15.00 ea.__________ 
ǆ  Thursday Banquet Tickets 
    Qty._____________   $25.00 ea.__________ 
ǆ  Scholarship Funds     $______________________ 
ǆ  Sponsorship         $______________________ 
   
ǆ  TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $ ___________________ 
   

Individuals riding the Tuesday 
Tour Bus, seating is a first 

come first serve basis. Please 
show up early.  

Please return this copy and payment 
to: 
 
WCHS 
PO Box 1221 
Palisade, CO 81526 


